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“Why, He cns=ed me, Dut lemme tell
vorn ey Warde, just betwern yon and
e, the gavernor mnde o hig mistake
when he onssed me and Geed me oul
I knese o Blamed sight more than he
gives me eredit for, TN mike him
knnekle to me yel; pit thnt in
your note book ned write her up in
big type. I'va got something in mp
pocket hewe™  fapping  his  breast
“which el Frunklin would like te
have, He don't know ['ve gotl it
cither."

Irving's curinsity wan now arouged
und he made up his mind to find out
what it wns that Hillsman had, Iis
thomgrhts  wavered  between  the
Wright case and the mysterions Mer.
itale, and he felt intuitively that the
paper to which Hillsman referred had
some connection with the matter in
whivh he was deeply interested, 14
was casy to gee that the elerk wonld
in the conrse of an hour or two he
densely intoxicated. and Warde con.
cluded that he would eling tea Liim and
wrest (hie seeret from him if it took
all night. He acenrdingly onlled for
nnother round, and they ate  and
talked and diank ko freely  that
Warde himself gave every evidenes
of lLieing intoxicated, It wis twae
o'cluck when they arose from the tn-
Wle and settled their score. Then Iry-
ing. rather uneertainly, but with eom-
mendable firmness, assisted hic more
anbulunced companion out, and they
lovked arms with the intention of go-
ing to Hillsman's room. On the way
they bheeame very affectionate and
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conts, sware that Franklin had treat-
cd Hillsman like a brute,

“Thish puper "Il fix him."” said Hills-
man thickiy,

‘What puper?” «aid Irving, no less
thickly.

“Thish paper in my pocket.
he'll give me S5,000 for it."”

“Hope you'll mnke him pay every
eent of 1.

“See here, Irv, von're my frent ain't
you? Welll now, I want yvou to lonk
over this paper, and tell me how much
to ask for it, Look a1 it when yon'sh
shaber "

He banded roveted paper over
to Warde, who placed it with drunken
deliberation in his inside pocket and
then buttoned up his econt

They pursued their zigang wany up
the streot uniil were sivldenly
stopped by a dark, stalwart man in a
heavy eloak. It Franklin.

the very mon 1 want
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“Hello, Colonel, how are you?™ said
Frank. gavly.

“Colonel who! lrving. *0Oh,
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1o participate in your beagtl; revels,
But I want to see this dreonkard
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spare hin."
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“(ih, 2n to vl the enlone)
angrily

“Unlonel. 1 wan™ oot H Irving
with dignity, *I've gt 1o talie Frank
home"

“Nevar mind Frank. 1'I1 tuke him
home, You've gt g hig enough job
to thlie vonrsell home™

“AIl rvight, Colonel "1 hold yon
personunlly respunsible when N oo
ber np,  Goodhy I'"
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s he yeachied oo strest he
turned into it. steaightenod. himself
i, anmd owalleed briskly 1o n hotel;
tor he did tor b foimdd in
his room Vhet night, The vlerk gave
Khim o poom witheont sntering

*Uome. gen
Lesh all

arigsstt

v latepe
leaving Frank

b

anl to

Redialy

net e

lis

nime on the resister, and he retired |

at aonee to reard the paper whivh e
hud alvtalined from Frank Hillsman
Warde's intoxicution 1hut night was

of comrse all o trick,  Though he had

lostensibly disposod of seversl drinks

of whisky hadd s o nf
fact simply eiccted the lignor inta the
gliss  of
cuch drink when reached his
rootn at the hotel he sihier
as he had beon when he met Hillsman,

T mitier

which
ll"

Wik= W

willer neenmpanies

T

CHAPTER X111
riy the next morning when
Warde went to his room the laodlady
Informed him Franklin 3
caompanion there ot
o elock in the e seelking
e |‘I.'}r'fl'.] her ovicdent fog s

Thnt

hven thres
him.
for his
ralety dud then admived bis sUguCity

e

in taking a room at the hotel that
bight

Now he began o fdnd the possession
ol thstv puper & nigntmsire. e kpew
Thint trespenidous Pros unrd  re-
sourees, which be ot anticl-
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Wrest it I, and thus prevent
e belog used to suve the Weight ess
tae; the perusal ol P prer
which Hillswnn had banded him satis-
fed b thiat he held & safeguurd
aguinst the plot that had heen liid to
steal o furtune, He began to have
Inklivig of the pnture of the com-
bBlnation wilich bhad been formed, and
he wis much coneerned Jest the paper
whieh wiairth much to the
Wrights shiould be in some way tilched
from him. He felt thar he was malk-
ing this Beht tar Mivinm, and he wug
oy cvnpesrged on e 1ha Ie
Kuew that 1he pLpeEr st henne and
fortone 1o hor: it weant wlso perhops
the happiness that hod been =0 long
o el M1 cenre the
trbumph of justice deliberate
Villainy.
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the lawyer finished his meal in & huar
rv oand ot oonce ded the way 1o tlo
Iilllrnrv_ Here the story was soon told
and the prper hunded over to the
lawyer. who locked it np in his safe,
“Now,” said he, 1 most leave for
the conrthouse, ax | have a cnse ot
mine o'cluck. Can you come here to:
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"\‘\'v'll‘ came nhout slght  o'slock
And duaring the day aveid Hillsman if
you ean, und if xou run aeross Freank-
lin hinfM Kim 1 don't want to
see your ahout my nffice. eithine™

“Sippose they shonld wsk me for
that paner?” L]

“Why, remember that you were on
n s|-|-n;- last night, nnd yvour recallee.
tion of anything that happened s
vers Indiztinet. You will oot be muach
annoyed ey Hillsman to-duy. for it
will take him some time to gleep off
Inst might's experience.  He on your
gunrd against Frankling and do not
give him any satisfaction”
~ As a matter of precantion, the two
men m-pnrnh-nl at the gote to prevent
if possible any one fram knowing that
they had met. Irving took a round-
nhont way, and ar he paseed o eor-
ner nat far from Mre. Evercit's resi-
dence he obseried noman leaning idly
against & lnmp post. The man's ap-
pearanee was stvangely familinr, even
though he wore u patch over his eye
h’\'i“g’ could not tap tn diakect his
muakeanp, and it was not nntil he had
got three or four blocks away that
hix mq-“’nr" ]"t'-up-lll-'ll 1 |A|'il‘li.'-.l"lu' back
that drendful experience an the river,
and he reenlled the powerfal physigne
and eat-lke tread of Ol Tom.  As
gonn ar he made that discavery he
retraced his steps. but his antagonist
of the rviver hnd gone,

At the affice he fonnd a note from
Franklin peguesting him to eall upon
him asx soon as he received jt, To
this Irvine at tirst concluded that he
would  pay  no  attention, bat he
thought hetter of it and woent direct]y
to Franklin, He found thut gentle
man engaged with Merivale at the
time, but he was eordially invited in.

“What | wanted to see you shout,”
said Fianklin, “was n paper whieh
thut fool Hilleman stole from this
oftffee. Lust night when | met yvou- B

“Met me?" waid Irving, in blank
amiazement,

“Well. perhaps son den’t remember
ft." sl the ealonel, smiling, “for 1
st colloss yun very huppy
last night when | saw vou, Bur, at
any rate, 1 demanded the paper of
Hillsmun., He denivd baving it ar firs:
Lt 1 think | seared hitn pretey badly
und ulter Ao hnd gone hie bit
had given it to you, Have you got
the poaper?”
“T have not,
LT
"It ik of ne hinpaddance, the onture
u have nit seen the paper?™

“Possibly | hove seen it but as you
have not 1old me whit it is "
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1t the way," <aid Irving, “is there
any the Wrieht case?"

Fhe eolonel |||u1ﬁl at him penetrat-
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ter bos occupied all my attention of
late.”

During this ennve
Yoawned repeatedly and looked e
mensely boved, s if he wished Waride
would go and give him un apportunity
o restine bustiess with Franklin,d 1le
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The Weekly Free Press

Gives 96 columns  »yery
weeh for a year 81,00, Ne
other paper in Yermouv ean
say this no other paper
Sives so much uews as tie
FREE PRESNS.

You have a neighbhor who does
lot take the FREE PRESNS
—possibly he horrows your
copy —sendius his name and
we will send him a sample
copy of the best Weekly
paperin Vermont, g9g¢ col-
Hums ol news a week, S|
year,




